
Standards Procedure (Skill) Parenteral Access Section
  Parenteral Access:  Epidural Catheter Maintenance

Clinical Indications:

Presence of an epidural catheter in a patient requiring transport

Procedure:

1. Prior to transport, ensure catheter is secure and that transport personnel are familiar with
medication(s) being delivered and devices used to control medication administration.

2. No adjustments in catheter position are to be attempted.
3. No adjustments in medication dosage or administration are to be attempted without direct

approval from on-line medical control.
4. Report any complications immediately to on-line medical control.
5. Document the time and dose of any medication administration or rate adjustment in the patient

care report (PCR).

Certification Requirements:

Maintain knowledge of the indications, contraindications, technique, and possible
complications of the procedure.  Assessment of this knowledge may be accomplished via
quality assurance mechanisms, classroom demonstrations, skills stations, or other
mechanisms as deemed appropriate by the local EMS System.
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